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Description 
Seeks to understand the manner in which Punjabis have constructed the image of Bhagat Singh in 
their art and culture. 
 
To some, history and literary culture are strange bedfellows. This book on Bhagat Singh is written from the 
viewpoint of vernacular Punjabi culture and tries to tread on the marginalized path of vernacular culture as a 
methodology of a historian's craft. The book seeks to understand the manner in which Punjabis constructed the 
image of Bhagat Singh in their literature.   
 
Bhagat Singh's revolutionary life, culminating in his martyrdom, had an enormous impact on the Punjabis, who in 
their diverse genres of folklore, catch-songs, marriage songs, couplets and proverbs eulogized him in multiple 
contexts. Therefore, it is not surprising that Bhagat Singh caught the imagination of contemporary poets who had 
begun to view him as a martyr even before his execution.  
 
Bhagat Singh facilitates an ‘interaction’ among the Punjabis despite the boundaries fabricated by colonial politics. 
An exploration into the symbiosis of Punjabi culture and Bhagat Singh is meaningful because this exercise 
underscores the syncretic cultural way in which the Hindu, Muslim and Sikh Punjabis recognize each other and 
maintain their common cultural space. Bhagat Singh continues to be a symbol of revolution and martyrdom. 
 
Readership: For students of Asian history, literature and culture. 
 
 
Contents 

Pub Date: July 2008 
Binding: Hardback  
Price: £50 / $80 
ISBN: 9788190583503 
 
Extent: 224 pages 
Size: 234 x 153mm; 9.2 x 6 
Illustrations: 7+ photographs 
 
 

Category: LITERARY CRITICISM / 
Asian / Indic 
BISAC code: LIT008020 
BIC code: HBTB 
 
Rights Held: World, excluding South 
Asia (i.e. India, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Bhutan and Sri 
Lanka) 

Martyr as Bridegroom 
A Folk Representation of Bhagat Singh 
Ishwar Dayal Gaur 

Acknowledgements; Preface; Historiography and Literature; Martyrdom in Tradition and History; Studying a 
Martyr from the Margins; The Fact of Ascendancy; Popular Representation of Martyrdom; Folk Genres: Ghori, 
Marhi and Qissa; Conclusion; Appendices; Select Bibliography; Photographs 
 

 
About the Author 
Ishwar Dayal Gaur teaches History at Panjab University, Chandigarh. 
 

 
 

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World    Ordering in North America 
Marston Book Services      Books International                 
P.O. Box 269       P.O. Box 605 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire      Herndon, VA 20172-0605 
OX14 4YN, United Kingdom      United States 
Tel: +44 (0)1235 465577      Tel: +1 703 661 1570 
Fax: +44 (0)1235 465556      Fax: +1 703 661 1501 
direct.orders@marston.co.uk                                                                          bimail@presswarehouse.com         
trade.orders@marston.co.uk 
 
 
 75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7401 4200 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7401 4201 

244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908 | Fax: +1 646 839 2934 
info@wpcpress.com | sales@wpcpress.com | publicity@wpcpress.com

www.anthempress.com 
 


