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Description 
Addresses the complex inter-relations of state, nation, and identity in India through the medium of 
culture and the Gandhian concept of swaraj. 
 
Altered Destinations addresses the complex interrelations of state, nation and identity in India through the medium of 
culture, and compellingly reframes the debate in the context of the Gandhian concept of swaraj. Engaging with Gandhi’s 
classic text Hind Swaraj, (written in 1909), which envisioned an entirely new form of identity and governance in India in 
opposition with the colonial past, Paranjape extends the discussion on swaraj by addressing the field of culture to see how 
ideas of autonomy, selfhood, and cultural independence have been expressed, depicted and studied.  
 
A nation, Paranjape suggests, is also a destination, a goal, an objective, with a built in teleology and an ultimate aim. Many 
forget what the destination of India is. They think it is economic or social advancement, freedom, democracy, justice, and 
so on. These words, however, still do not express the underlying purpose for which this nation was imagined into being. 
This is where the indigenous concept of swaraj comes into its own. Simultaneously encapsulating autonomy, 
empowerment, dignity, selfhood, it focuses on not just rights, but responsibilities and commitments to one another and to 
our highest selves as well. Swaraj in literary texts means the preservation or assertion of cultural identities. All told, 
cultural swaraj can be a fertile field of inquiry and discussion. In Paranjape’s analysis swaraj becomes a struggle for 
intellectual freedom and autonomy, and an attempt to resist both Western and Indian forms of colonisation or 
domination. 
 
Readership: This book should speak to a wide range of scholars, cutting across disciplines such as literature, history, 
political science, sociology, and philosophy, who are concerned with the meaning of modern India. 
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