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Description 
The myths of the Old World transposed to the New, ‘America Magica’ is an extraordinary tale of 
exploration and imagination. 
 
‘This book is a wondrous map of the early modern worldview, tracing the contours of imagination and reality in the 
minds of European explorers, missionaries, and conquerors. What is truly delightful in reading (this) fine work is 
the scope of the collection of their materials. The international quality of the history is a mirror of the international 
quality of the book itself.’  —Laura Ammon, Whittier College 
 
The central characters in this book are the myths born of the European collective imagination about the lands 
beyond Europe and the beings who inhabited them. The New World was an irresistible attraction to Renaissance 
Europe and the great geographical discoveries of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries represent a unique moment 
in history, not only on account of the technical and human feat involved but also because the discoverers came to 
believe that they had reached the land of legends.  
 
This is an enthralling account of the conflicting experiences of discovering the New World, drawing upon the 
intriguing tales of early discovery and amazing illustrations of the day. The authors invoke the unique exhilaration 
of exploration, investigating the conflict between the ambitious idealism and harsh realities that have always 
characterized and torn the country. After all, did people not go to America in search of both the Garden of Eden and 
the tribes of the damned? 
 
Readership: Will be of major interest to those fascinated by mythology, exploration and early modern European 
and American History. 
 
 
Contents 
Foreword by David Abulafia; Preface; Introduction; In Search of the Earthly Paradise; On the Threshold of 
Paradise; King Solomon’s Mines in America; The Realms of Gold; The Indomitable Amazons; The Legendary Isles 
of the Ocean Sea; Wondrous Creatures; The Patagonian Giants; Epilogue; Notes; References; Index 
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