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Description 
An in-depth study of the 1857 Indian mutiny-rebellion, exploring the political and social themes of 
this remarkable phenomenon. 
 
‘This carefully researched book fills a major gap in the historiography of colonial India.’  —Sumit Guha, Professor 
of History, Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey 
 
‘…Yields fascinating insights into the lived experiences of individuals all too often silenced by history and in so 
doing makes an invaluable contribution to the historiography of colonial India.’ —Douglas M Peers, Professor of 
History, University of Calgary 
 
This fascinating book, based on extensive archival research in Britain and India, examines why mutineer-rebels 
chose to attack prisons and release prisoners, discusses the impact of the destruction of the jails on British penal 
policy in mainland India, considers the relationship between India and its penal settlements in Southeast Asia, re-
examines Britain’s decision to settle the Andaman Islands as a penal colony in 1858, and re-evaluates the 
experiences of mutineer-rebel convicts there. As such this book makes an important contribution to histories of the 
mutiny-rebellion, British colonial South Asia, British expansion in the Indian Ocean and incarceration and 
transportation. Coinciding with the 150th anniversary of the mutiny-rebellion, this book will be of interest to 
academics and students researching the history of colonial India, the history of empire and expansion and the 
history of imprisonment and incarceration. 
 
Readership: This book will be of interest to academics and students researching the history of colonial India, the 
history of empire and expansion and the history of imprisonment and incarceration. 
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Bibliography; Index of Prisons; Index 
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