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Description 
A fascinating, confrontational investigation of the nature of corruption, its narcissistic origins and 
destructive future. 
 
‘Anyone who is concerned about the mounting epidemic of global corruption should read this original and 
forthright book.’ —Anthony Sampson, author of The Arms Bazaar 
 
Throughout history, public corruption has been endemic. Exceptionally, it was significantly suppressed in modern 
times in northwestern Europe. Why did that happen? Why did politicians introduce measures that acted against 
their own interests? And are the political forces that then induced reform alive in today's world? Neild explores 
these highly topical questions by looking at the suppression of corruption in the late eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries in four countries – France, Germany, Britain and the USA; at the evolution of independent judiciaries; at 
developments in the twentieth century, including a reminder of how widely corruption was used as a weapon in the 
Cold War, particularly in the Third World. Finally, and most devastatingly, he analyses the rise and decline in 
standards of public life in Britain in the twentieth century. 
 
Readership: Of as much interest to the general reader and those around the seats of power as it is to historians 
and social scientists. 
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the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries; Ch7 - Britain's Indian Connection; Ch8 - The Evolution of Independent 
Judiciaries; Ch9 - The Twentieth Century; Ch10 - Britain in the First Half of the Twentieth Century; Ch11 - Britain 
in the Second Half of the Twentieth Century; Ch12 - Recapitulation and Conclusion; Appendices; Notes; Index 
 
 
About the Author 
Robert Neild is a retired Professor of Economics and a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. During a career that 
included two spells in Whitehall and also spells in India, Sweden, Switzerland and the USA, working on many areas 
of policy, he became interested in problems of public administration, including corruption. 
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