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The Critical Situation: Vexed Perspectives in Postmodern Literary Studies comprises a selection of essays that register 
thesituatedness of critical theory and practice amid various intellectual, institutional, and cultural contexts. This book offers examples 
ofsituated criticism, which in turn are concerned with the ways in which literary and cultural criticism are and have been situated 
inrelation to a variety of ideological and institutional structures, including those of world literature, American studies, spatial 
literarystudies, cultural critique, globalization and postmodernity. These structures influence the ways that criticism is practiced, 
and duerecognition of their continuing effects is crucial to the success of any meaningful critical practice in the twenty-first century.


