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Key selling points

The first major study of the works of Sarah Bowdich Lee (1791–1856) for their pioneering perspectives on natural history

A major new intervention on the interdisciplinary and cross-cultural contributions by women to nineteenth-century natural

history

A significant reappraisal of the multi-genre dissemination of nineteenth-century natural history in word and image

An important case study for rethinking ‘the leaky pipeline’ model still dominating women’s careers in STEM(M) today.
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History from below uncovers overlooked protagonists contributing to (inter)national endeavour often against considerable odds. 
MrsT. Edward Bowdich then Mrs R. Lee (1791–1856) is indicative. When women allegedly cannot participate in early nineteenth-cen-
turyscientific exploration, discovery and publication, Sarah’s multiple specialist contributions to French and British natural history, 
andto their dissemination, have surprisingly attracted no book-length study. This first appraisal of Sarah’s unbroken production 
ofdiscipline-changing scientific work over three decades – in ichthyology, in historical geography, in the public dissemination ofscien-
tific knowledge – does more than fill this gap. It also pivotally investigates the intercultural and multi-genre dynamics ofSarah’s 
pioneering perspectives and contributions achieved often at great personal cost. Sarah’s larger significance is then to challenge 
‘secondary’ or ‘leaky-pipeline’ models for women’s pioneering work in nineteenth-century natural history as a case study inthe 
distinction of pertinence to women in STEM(M) today.

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Mary Orr is the Buchanan Chair of French at the University of St Andrews. Her specialist research in nineteenth-century French

studies connects its literature, histories and cultures including the natural and earth sciences.

Ordering in North America, Latin America 

and Caribbean

Ingram Publishers Services (US)

1 Ingram Blvd. Mail stop

#512 Lavergne, TN 37086, United States

Tel: +1 866 400 5351

ips@ingramcontent.com

 

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World

Ingram Publishers Services (UK)

1 Deltic Avenue, Rooksley

Milton Keynes, MK13 8LD

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 1752 202300 | Fax: 01752 202330

IPSUK.Orders@ingramcontent.com

Ordering in Australia

NewSouth Books

C/O Alliance Distribution Services (ADS)

9 Pioneer Avenue

Tuggerah 2259 NSW, Australia

Tel: +61 (02) 4390 1300 | Fax: +1800-66-44-

adscs@alliancedist.com.au

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7193 7371

244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908

info@anthempress.com | sales@anthempress.com | publicity@anthempress.com | www.anthempress.com

Inter-Chapter One: ‘At Rock Bottom in 1824’?; Part 1: Canvassing Cuvier: Chapter 1: New Discovery and Classification: W. African
Fishes in Excursions in Madeira and Porto Santo… 1825, Eng.; 1826, Fr. (Containing Cuvier’s Annotations); Chapter 2: Inter-National 
Fresh-Water Fish Studies: The Fresh-Water Fishes of Great Britain (1828–38) and Cuvier’s Histoire Naturelle Des Poissons(1828–48); 
Chapter 3: Scientific Biography with Distinctions: Memoirs of Baron Cuvier (1833, Eng., Fr. and US Editions); Inter-Chapter Two: 
‘Doors Shut to French Natural Science’?; Part 2: Harnessing Humboldt: Chapter 4: The First Country Profile of the Gambia: Excursions 
in Madeira and Porto Santo… (English Ed. 1825; French Ed. 1826, Containing Humboldt’s Essay on the Geologies of Tenerife and 
Madeira); Chapter 5: Humboldtian ‘Plant Geography’ in West Africa: Stories of Strange Lands (1835) as Studies in Scientific ‘footnotes’; 
Chapter 6: Remodelling the Intrepid Intercontinental Scientific Explorer: The African Wanderers(1837) and Aventures in Australia 
(1851, Second Ed. 1853); Chapter 7: Expert Scientific Illustration and the Question of (Water)Colour: Sarah’s Signed and Unsigned 
Plates and Drawings, 1820–1850; Inter-Chapter 3: (No-)Where Else to Go?’; Part 3: PromotingInstructive Science (À La Cuvier 
and Humboldt): Chapter 8: ‘Text-Book’ Natural History: Elements of Natural History… (1844;1850); Chapter 9: ‘Juvenile’ Natural 
History: Anecdotes of the Habits and Instincts of Animals (1852), Anecdotes of the Habits andInstincts of Birds, Reptiles and Fishes 
(1853); Chapter 10: Cautionary Field Science Overseas and at Home: (Mis) Adventure inPlaying at Settlers (1855) and Sir Thomas 
the Cornish Baronet (1856); Conclusions: The Case of Sarah Bowdich (Lee): Pioneeringand Mentoring Science from below. Lessons 
for Women in Stem(M) Today; Appendices (to Chapters 6, 8 and 9), Bibliography of Works Cited; Index.




