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A study of key Renaissance texts in the novelle collection, the humanist satire, epic-romance, and vernacular tragedy.

“In Robert Appelbaum’s Renaissance Discovery of Violence, the ‘discovery’ in question takes multiple forms: as a re-invention of violence through 

new ritual shapes and physical instruments, but also as a representation of violence through art and language, and an uncovering of the moral 

economies that underlie its use. The resulting study, both wide-ranging and incisively detailed, revels in the nuance and complexity of its subject-

matter.” — Bruce Boehrer, Bertram H. Davis Professor, English Department, Florida State University, US

“Robert Appelbaum has done it again with this sweeping study of how European attitudes toward violence shifted and the enormous repercussions 

this held for artistic expression.... The book’s readings, taken together, cast breathtaking light upon Shakespeare’s tragedies.” — George Hoffmann, 

Professor of French, University of Michigan, US

This study looks at key Renaissance texts in the novelle collection, the humanist satire, epic-romance, and vernacular tragedy. It places both violence 

and its representations in the context of major historical events, like the Sack of Rome, and developments in the history of violence per se.
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