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“Wittgenstein and Modernist Fiction unsettles and displaces conventional understandings of literary modernism’s skepticism about
the effectiveness of its own linguistic medium. It does so by calling attention to the historical and cultural contexts of linguistic
skepticism in novels by a wide range of modernist writers, from Ford, Forster, and Woolf to Faulkner, Larsen, and Ellison. The
philosophy of Wittgenstein and Cavell enable Chase to move beyond abstract questions of knowledge to an embodied ethics of
acknowledgement. The result is a strikingly original and valuable contribution to a growing body of scholarship on Wittgenstein and

literary modernism.” Michael LeMahieu, Clemson University, US

Wittgenstein and Modernist Fiction: The Language of Acknowledgment shows how works of twentieth-century literature and

philosophy together examine language’s capacity to acknowledge the inner lives of marginalized figures.

Contents

Acknowledgments; List of Abbreviations; Introduction: Modernist Philosophy and Modernist Fiction; 1. “Who’s ‘We’?”: Claims to
Community in Forster’s Howards End and Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway; 2. “The Silent Soliloquy of Others”: Wittgenstein’s Pursuit of
Acknowledgment; 3. “To See with the Same Eyes”: Marriage and Same- Sex Intimacy in Ford, Woolf, and Larsen; 4. Fragmenting
Families, Private Language Fantasies: Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury and As I Lay Dying; 5. Seeing Humans as Humans:

Wright’s Black Boy and Ellison’s Invisible Man; Conclusion: Afterlives of Acknowledgment; Notes; Bibliography; Index.

About the Author

Greg Chase holds a PhD in English and American Literature from Boston University and teaches at the College of the Holy Cross.

Ordering in North America, Latin America Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World Ordering in Australia
and Caribbean Ingram Publishers Services (UK) NewSouth Books
Ingram Publishers Services (US) 1 Deltic Avenue, Rooksley C/0 Alliance Distribution Services (ADS)
1 Ingram Blvd. Mail stop Milton Keynes, MK13 8LD 9 Pioneer Avenue
#512 Lavergne, TN 37086, United States United Kingdom Tuggerah 2259 NSW, Australia
Tel: +1 866 400 5351 Tel: +44 (0) 1752 202300 | Fax: 01752 202330 Tel: +61 (02) 4390 1300 | Fax: +1800-66-44-77
ips@ingramcontent.com IPSUK.Orders@ingramcontent.com adscs@alliancedist.com.au

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7193 7371
244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908
info@anthempress.com | sales@anthempress.com | publicity@anthempress.com | www.anthempress.com



