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“An excellent work: the first comprehensive study of any of the major and influential schools of art and design (Lahore, Bombay,
Kolkata) in South Asia from their colonial-era roots to the present day. This book undertakes a much-needed shift in focus towards
the manner in which institutional dynamics and state practices have structured aesthetic thought and art practice alike. The reader
will particularly appreciate how artistic concerns are linked to broader governmental concerns of socialization and economic

behavior.” — Arindam Dutta, author of The Bureaucracy of Beauty: Design in the Age of its Global Reproducibility (2007).

“The National College of Art in Lahore, which began as the Mayo School of Industrial Arts in 1875, has a distinguished history.
Nadeem Omar Tarar’s painstaking research on the institution will make an engaging contribution to the growing body of

postcolonial literature on art education”. — Partha Mitter, author of 'Art and Nationalism in Colonial India 1850—1922 (1994)

Using archival sources, The Colonial and National Formations of the National College of Arts, Lahore, c1870—1960 explores the
colonial and postcolonial history of arts education in Pakistan by focusing on the history of the National College of Arts since the

nineteenth century.
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