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“This is an important, incisive book with great depth and range, which provides new insights into equality, gender and self in the
pioneering work of Pakistani women poets including Ada Jafri, Zehra Nigah, Fahmida Riaz, Kishwar Naheed and Sara Shagufta, also

placing them within the history of Urdu women's poetry and progressive literature.’— Muneeza Shamsie, Independent scholar

This book sets out an unconventional literary history of progressive Urdu poetry by Pakistani women in the twentieth century. It
introduces the resilient voices of poets who tread a fine line between the secular and sacred in an Islamic society to articulate a new

feminist aesthetic.
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