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“Gontarski's new book about Tennessee Williams brings us to the sultry Southern stages where T-shirts were not just props

randomly taken from wardrobes but new signs of an evocative dramatic language. As his themes became less relevant for modern

generations, the playwright's signature appeal changed from erotic ambiguity to stylistic sophistication. And a question arises: is

Williams' theatre better suited for American or for European directors? Gontarski looks for answers, his investigations ranging from

the heyday of the playwright's global fame to less-studied productions of his work in the 21st century.” — Alessandro Clericuzio,

Associate Professor, University of Perugia

Tennessee Williams, T-shirt Modernism and the Refashionings of Theater engages the Williams we thought we knew, as he grew,

developed, reconfigured himself into a playwright we didn’t, in his attempts to refashion himself amid the vortices of changing sexual

mores, including the performance of masculinities and the queering of theater, the struggle for a literate, literary theater, and the

place of the theatrical experience in his contemporary culture.
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