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“Francis Rodd lived a life shaped by war and with an enduring pragmatic commitment to the service of the state and to geographical

thinking, whether about the Tuareg, international banking, Sicily during WWII or post-war African administration. This deeply

researched biography – both a faithful tribute and an intelligent historical commentary – will interest many.” — Professor Charles W

J Withers, Professor Emeritus of Historical Geography, University of Edinburgh, UK

‘Who better than his grandson to tell the intriguing story of Francis Rodd, explorer, banker, intelligence officer and military

administrator in Africa and Italy? This is an immaculately researched and written study which significantly adds to our

understanding of the nature of the later British Empire’.” — Saul Kelly, Reader at the Defence Studies Department, King’s College

London

This book is a biographical study of the geographer/explorer and banker Francis Rodd, Lord Rennell (1895-1978), who during World

War II became an important figure in wartime military administration. In 1943, during the Allied invasion of Italy, he was head of

AMGOT (Allied Military Government of Occupied Territories).
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