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"Taking Loyalists seriously, Daniel Moy illuminates their deep engagement with classical tropes to justify resisting the Patriot bid for

power. In clear prose and with keen insights, Moy reveals the intellectual foundation and stakes of the conservative struggle to

defend the union of the British Empire in an era of revolution."—Alan Taylor, author of American Revolutions

“Antiquity and Loyalist Dissent is an impressive and original addition to the literature on the classics and revolutionary America.

Moy underscores the extent to which late-eighteenth-century classical America was no more inherently radical or republican than it

was conservative or monarchical, and that antiquity provided a wealth of principles, motifs and imagery not only to Whigs but also to

American Tories. An intellectual tour de force!”—Eran Shalev, Department of History, Haifa University 

The book explores how the loyalist rebuttal to the American patriot movement derived much of its inspiration and rationale from the

ancient literature of the Greco-Roman world—the same repository of classical ideas and principles the patriots coopted to persuade

their fellow countrymen to disavow the English crown and pursue independence.
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