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An interpretation of Spain’s past and present 

“An acerbic, deeply probing study by one of the very best analysts of Spanish affairs. Its social analysis is incisive, adding to the most substantial 

current account of Spanish politics on offer.” —Stanley Payne, Hilldale-Jaume Vicens Vives Professor of History Emeritus, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, USA

“One of the most severe books on Spain that have been published in recent years. The Spanish Frustration reviews more than five centuries of 

Spanish history with an analysis without concessions for optimism. It makes the reader regret having been born into the Peninsula.” —El País, Madrid

“Colomer provides a carefully selected empirical information that perfectly illustrates his arguments, and his clear and austere prose, habitual in all 

his texts, manuals, monographs and press articles, converts reading into a placid entertainment. He does not resort to essences and stereotyped 

national characters, but he wields serious data and arguments. That’s why his book is so stimulating.” —Oscar R. Buznego, Professor of Political 

Science, University of Oviedo, Spain

Old troubles persist in modern Spain, including huge public debts, extensive corruption, widespread unlawfulness, oligarchical politics, territorial 

splits, and permanent protests and riots. The origins of these problems are remote: the ruinous Spanish Empire made a weak state, which built an 

incomplete nation, which sustains a minority democracy. "The Spanish Frustration" provides an interpretation of several important aspects of 

present-day Spain and its past stories.

Contents

Preface; 1. Introduction; 2. A Ruinous Empire; 3. A Weak State; 4. An Incomplete Nation; 5. A Minority Democracy; 6. Conclusion: Transitioning 

Outward; 7. Sources; Notes; Index.
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Josep M. Colomer is professor of political science at Georgetown University, USA. He is a founding member of the Spanish Political Association, a 
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(2016), How Global Institutions Rule the World (2014) and The Science of Politics (2010).

Ordering in North America

Books International

P.O. Box 605, Herndon, VA

20172-0605 United States

Tel: +1 703 661 1570 | Fax: +1 703 661 1501

bimail@presswarehouse.com

 

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World

NBN International

Airport Business Centre

10 Thornbury Road

Plymouth, PL6 7PP

Tel: 01752 202301 | Fax: 01752 202333

NBNi.Orders@ingramcontent.com

Ordering in Australia

NewSouth Books

C/- Alliance Distribution Services (ADS)

9 Pioneer Ave,

Tuggerah NSW 2259, Australia

Tel: +61 (02) 4390 1300 | Fax: 1800-66-44-77

adscs@alliancedist.com.au

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7193 7371

244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908

info@anthempress.com | sales@anthempress.com | publicity@anthempress.com | www.anthempress.com

ANTHEM PRESS INFORMATION SHEET


