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An examination of Franz Neumann’s social and political theory in the context of his career as a learner and teacher 

“Drawing on a wealth of new sources, painstakingly reconstructing Franz Neumann’s intellectual trajectory and judiciously weighing his political 

interventions—including Neumann’s brief, but baffling role as a Soviet informant during the Second World War—David Kettler and Thomas 

Wheatland have written a rich and insightful study that amply rewards our patience.”

—Martin Jay, Sidney Hellman Ehrman Professor Emeritus, University of California, Berkeley, USA

“A meticulous and majestic account of the life and work of the too-often-forgotten but crucially important figure of Franz Neumann. His writings on 

law and democracy are still indispensable for our understanding of the Weimar Republic, Nazi Germany and Cold War America—and this book serves 

as an equally indispensable guide to them.” 

—John P. McCormick, Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago, USA

"Learning from Franz Neumann" examines the political and legal thought of Franz Neumann in relation to the contemporary decline of the social 

welfare state and the rise of populism.
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