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An interpretation of Spain’s past and present

“An acerbic, deeply probing study by one of the very best analysts of Spanish affairs. Its social analysis is incisive, adding to the most
substantial current account of Spanish politics on offer.”

—Stanley Payne, Hilldale-Jaume Vicens Vives Professor of History Emeritus, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

“One of the most severe books on Spain that have been published in recent years. The Spanish Frustration reviews more than five
centuries of Spanish history with an analysis without concessions for optimism. It makes the reader regret having been born into the
Peninsula.”

—El Pais, Madrid

“Colomer provides a carefully selected empirical information that perfectly illustrates his arguments, and his clear and austere prose,
habitual in all his texts, manuals, monographs and press articles, converts reading into a placid entertainment. He does not resort to
essences and stereotyped national characters, but he wields serious data and arguments. That’s why his book is so stimulating.”

—Oscar R. Buznego, Professor of Political Science, University of Oviedo, Spain

Old troubles persist in modern Spain, including huge public debts, extensive corruption, widespread unlawfulness, oligarchical
politics, territorial splits, and permanent protests and riots. The origins of these problems are remote: the ruinous Spanish Empire
made a weak state, which built an incomplete nation, which sustains a minority democracy. "The Spanish Frustration" provides an

interpretation of several important aspects of present-day Spain and its past stories.
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