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A literary critical discussion of sibling relations in nineteenth-century England.

‘The Sister in the House’ revalues unmarried adult sisters in nineteenth-century English literature as positive figures of legal and 

economic autonomy representing productive labour in the domestic space. As a crucial site of contested values, the adult unmarried 

sister carries the discursive weight of sustained public debates about ideals of domesticity in nineteenth-century England. 

Readership

The primary audience is scholars, graduate students and advanced undergraduates specializing in British nineteenth-century 

literature, history and culture, and those in literary studies generally. A secondary audience would be scholars in all disciplines with 

interests in history or sociology of the family, gender studies, and material and legal histories. Possibly some appeal for general 

readers with interests in these areas. 
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