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Unique collection of essays on John Ruskin’s theories about education.

‘Building on Ruskin's growing reputation as an environmental and economic thinker, this timely and searching volume assembles 

work by leading scholars to show his equally powerful contribution as an educational theorist and practitioner.’

—Marcus Waithe, University Senior Lecturer, Faculty of English, Magdalene College, University of Cambridge, UK

John Ruskin influenced Mahatma Gandhi, Leo Tolstoy, Marcel Proust and William Morris among others. A great educator, Ruskin is 

the force behind key debates in education today. The essays in ‘John Ruskin and Nineteenth-Century Education‘ examine Ruskin’s 

influence on educating girls, libraries, creativity, grammar schools, social mobility, the environment and the future of the planet.

Contents

List of Figures; Foreword by Francis O’Gorman; Introduction, Valerie Purton; Section A. Changing the World; 1. ‘An Enormous 

Difference between Knowledge and Education’: What Ruskin Can Teach Us, Sara Atwood; 2. ‘Souls of Good Quality’: Ruskin, Tolstoy 

and Education, Stuart Eagles; 3. ‘To Teach Them How to Dress’: Ruskin, Clothing and Lessons in Society, Rachel Dickinson; 4. Mad 

Governess or Wise Counsellor? Sesame and Lilies Revisited, Jan Marsh; Section B. Libraries and the Arts; 5 ‘A Very Precious Book’: 

Ruskin’s Exegesis of the Psalms in Rock Honeycomb and Fors Clavigera, Emma Sdegno; 6. ‘Our Household Catalogue of Reference’: 

Ruskin’s Lesson Photographs of 1875–76, Stephen Wildman; 7. Ruskin, Music and the Health of the Nation, Paul Jackson; 8. Ruskin 

and the Fantastic, Edward James; Section C. Christianity and Apocalypse; 9. Ruskin’s ‘Many-Sided Soulfulness’, Keith Hanley; 10. 

‘Catastrophe Will Come’: Ruskin, Nation and Apocalypse, Andrew Tate; Notes on Contributors; Index.

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Valerie Purton is emerita professor of Victorian literature at Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, UK, and has published widely on 

the Victorians. She is the author of Dickens and the Sentimental Tradition (2012); editor of the Everyman Dombey and Son (1997) 

and Darwin, Tennyson and Their Readers (2013); and co-author of the Palgrave Literary Dictionary of Tennyson (2010) and Poems 

by Two Brothers: The Poetry of Tennyson’s Father and Uncle (1993). Purton has been editor of the Tennyson Research Bulletin since 

2011.

Ordering in North America

Books International

P.O. Box 605, Herndon, VA

20172-0605 United States

Tel: +1 703 661 1570 | Fax: +1 703 661 1501

bimail@presswarehouse.com

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World

NBN International

Airport Business Centre, 10 Thornbury Road

Plymouth, PL6 7PP

Tel: 01752 202301 | Fax: 01752 202333

orders@nbninternational.com

Ordering in Australia

NewSouth Books

Rosie Marson, UNSW Sydney

NSW 2052, Australia

Tel: +61 (02) 8778 9999 | Fax: +61 (02) 8778 9944

orders@tldistribution.com.au

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7401 4200 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7401 4225

244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908 | Fax: +1 646 839 2934

info@anthempress.com | sales@anthempress.com | publicity@anthempress.com | www.anthempress.com

9

ANTHEM PRESS INFORMATION SHEET


