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An examination of the reasons behind the ambiguous status of the idea and ideal of dignity.

‘In this illuminating and detailed exploration of the concept of dignity, Hodgkiss discusses it in relation to the history of moral 

thought from Ancient Greece to the present day. He provides us with an invaluable philosophical and political account of its 

development and of the challenges we face in pursuing a dignified life.’

—Ken McLaughlin, Senior Lecturer, Manchester Metropolitan University, UK

‘Social Thought and Rival Claims to the Moral Ideal of Dignity’ deals with the legacy from the classical literature of philosophy and 

sociology of the theorization of the idea and ideal of dignity, which is explored in the wider context of morality, ethics and the basis of 

the normative order.
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