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A study of the role, contributions of and challenges faced by the early British women missionaries in Bengal

‘This is the most significant work on early British missionaries in India since the publication of Daniel Pott’s pioneering book half a 

century ago. While all earlier works have focused on male missionaries, Sutapa Dutta has presented the first detailed study of the 

long forgotten early female British missionaries in Bengal.’ 

—Meenakshi Jain, Member, Governing Council, Indian Council of Historical Research

‘Dutta’s book is a significant and substantial contribution to the larger body of scholarship on the impact of Christianity in India as 

well as the history of feminism in that country.’ 

—David Dabydeen, Author, Post-colonial Literary Critic and Professor, University of Warwick, UK

‘Comprehensive in scope, the book focuses on the impact women missionaries had on elite Indian society and on their often-

contradictory relationship to the “civilizing mission”.’ 

—Antoinette M. Burton, Professor of History and Bastian Professor of Global and Transnational Studies, University of Illinois, USA

‘British Women Missionaries in Bengal, 1793-1861’ looks at the role and contributions of the early British women missionaries in 

Bengal, in eastern India, between 1793 and 1861. It traces the role of and challenges faced by women missionaries from Hannah 

Marshman to Hannah Mullens in the context of colonial evangelism.
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