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First book-length examination of the impact of pre-Relativity, four-dimensional theory on literature and culture 

at the turn of the twentieth century.

‘This is among the most innovative studies of the relationships between literature and science, yielding wholly fresh understandings 

of modernist culture while its attention to the neglected figure of Hinton marks a major advance in scholarship.’ —Ian F. A. Bell, 

Professor of American Literature, School of Humanities, Keele University, UK

‘Before Einstein nicely consolidates and extends scholarly discussion on the spatial fourth dimension as it moves through physics, 

mathematics, literature and art. The study presents a compelling historical treatment of one of the most fascinating chapters of 

Anglo-American aesthetics at the turn of the twentieth century.’ —Bruce Clarke, Paul Whitfield Horn Professor of Literature and 

Science, Texas Tech University, USA

Before Albert Einstein proposed the concept of four-dimensional spacetime, late Victorian scientists, radical philosophers and 

writers were discussing the possibility of a different kind of fourth dimension. ‘Before Einstein’ offers the first book-length 

examination of the impact of pre-Relativity four-dimensional theory on literature and culture at the turn of the twentieth century.

Contents

Acknowledgements; Introduction; Part I:Reading the Fourth Dimension; 1. Imagining ‘Something Perfectly New’: Problems of 

Language, Conception and Perception; 2. Constructing the Fourth Dimension: the First Series of the Scientific Romances; 3. The 

Four-Dimensional Self: Personal, Political and Untimely; Part II:Reading Through the Fourth Dimension; 4. Four-Dimensional 

Consciousness: the Correspondence between William James and Charles Howard Hinton; 5. H. G. Wells’s Four-Dimensional 

Literary Aesthetic; 6. Exceeding ‘the Trap of the Reflexive’: Henry James’s Dimensions of Consciousness; Afterword; Bibliography; 

Index.

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Elizabeth Throesch received her PhD from the University of Leeds in 2007. She has published articles and book chapters on Lewis 

Carroll, Herbert Spencer and Charles Howard Hinton, among others.

Ordering in North America

Books International

P.O. Box 605, Herndon, VA

20172-0605 United States

Tel: +1 703 661 1570 | Fax: +1 703 661 1501

bimail@presswarehouse.com

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World

NBN International

Airport Business Centre, 10 Thornbury Road

Plymouth, PL6 7PP

Tel: 01752 202301 | Fax: 01752 202333

orders@nbninternational.com

Ordering in Australia

NewSouth Books

Rosie Marson, UNSW Sydney

NSW 2052, Australia

Tel: +61 (02) 8778 9999 | Fax: +61 (02) 8778 9944

orders@tldistribution.com.au

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7401 4200 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7401 4225

244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908 | Fax: +1 646 839 2934

info@anthempress.com | sales@anthempress.com | publicity@anthempress.com | www.anthempress.com

ANTHEM PRESS INFORMATION SHEET


