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A detailed, critical analysis of the most advanced efforts to create ecosystem services markets on a watershed 

scale in the United States

“This is a thoughtful and engaging history of the often misguided attempts to create markets for ecosystem services in the US and a 

guide to more participatory institutions that might work significantly better. Essential reading for anyone interested in ecosystem 

services.” —Robert Costanza, Chair in Public Policy, Crawford School of Public Policy, The Australian National University

The Creation of Markets for Ecosystem Services in the United States provides an in-depth analysis of the most advanced efforts to 

create markets for ecosystem services in the United States. It explains why very few of these markets have succeeded even after close 

to twenty years of scholarly enthusiasm, federal funding and concerted efforts by NGOs, government agencies and businesses.
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