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A unique study that tracks the way the Aboriginal art phenomenon has mediated Indigenous/non-indigenous 

relations in Australia.

'Like any tightrope walker, Laura Fisher has a finely attuned sense of balance. Her clear-sighted analysis of the historical record takes 

her beyond the moral high ground and ideological posturing that for decades have stifled intelligent discussion of the mixed 

blessings of Aboriginal art’s success. This book should be essential reading for anyone to whom Indigenous art is more than a just a 

pretty picture.' —Vivien Johnson, former NewSouth Global Professor, University of New South Wales and author of 'Lives of the 

Papunya Tula Artists'

This unique study tracks the way the Aboriginal art phenomenon has mediated Indigenous/non-indigenous relations in Australia. It 

illuminates the utopian and dystopian currents of thought that have arisen in relation to the art, and the contradictory social and 

political aspirations to which it has been anchored in public culture.
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