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This book provides a comprehensive and up-to-date guide to the lively historical controversies surrounding the 

political careers of Gladstone and Disraeli.

This book traces the often sharply differing perspectives historians have formed with regard to the key incidents in the careers of the 

two foremost politicians of the Victorian age – Gladstone and Disraeli. Following the parallel careers of both men, it focuses upon a 

series of contentious questions, ranging from why Disraeli opposed Corn Law repeal in 1846 and Gladstone abandoned his High 

Tory politics for Peelism, to whether Disraeli was ever an Imperialist and why Gladstone took up the cause of Irish Home Rule. By 

juxtaposing the contrasting interpretations advocated by historians, it brings home to students how history is a continually evolving 

subject in which every generation poses new questions, or reformulates answers to old ones – encouraging those studying the subject 

to realise that history is an ongoing dialogue to which they are called upon to contribute.

Readership

This book is ideal for students and teachers of Victorian history seeking a direct analysis of key historical controversies surrounding 

the careers of Gladstone and Disraeli and guides to further reading.
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