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Description
An account of Australian photographer and film maker Frank Hurley’s stage and screen practice in the 
context of early twentieth-century mass media. 

‘This book offers much more than a compelling study of the genius of Frank Hurley. Importantly, it presents a 
fascinating examination of the inter-relationship of colonial modernity, the cinema and new forms of mass 
entertainment. A must for anyone interested in the history of the early twentieth century’s mass media and its 
relationship to everyday life then and now.’ —Professor Barbara Creed, University of Melbourne

 Photography, Early Cinema and Colonial Modernity is not a biography of Frank Hurley the man; it is instead 
an examination of the social life of the many marvellous and meaningful things he made as a professional photographer 
and film maker. The focus of this volume surrounds the media events that encompassed these various creations – what 
Hurley called his ‘synchronized lecture entertainments’. These media events were at once national and international; 
they involved Hurley in an entire culture industry that was constantly in movement along global lines of travel and 
communication. This raises complex questions both about the authorship of Hurley’s photographic and filmic texts – 
which were often produced and presented by other people – and about their ontology, as they were often in a state of 
reassemblage in response to changing market opportunities. This unique study re-imagines, from inside the quiet and 
stillness of the archive, the prior social life enjoyed by Hurley’s creations amidst the complicated topography of the early 
twentieth century’s rapidly internationalizing mass-media landscape. As a way to conceive of that space, and of the 
social life of the people and things within it, this study uses the concept of ‘colonial modernity’. 

Readership: The book will be of interest to the general reader, and to academic readerships with interests in the 
history of photography, early cinema, exploration and travel, military history, polar exploration, the print media and 
transnationalism. 
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