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Description
Written by one of Italy’s leading historians, this book analyses the Neapolitan nobleman Gaetano
Filangieri and his seven-volume Science of Legislation in their historical context. 

Readership: This book will be of interest to historians of the Enlightenment, historians of political thought, legal
historians, and historians of Italy in the English-speaking world; it will also appeal to economists, historians of
economic analysis, and historians interested in the history of political economy and of Enlightenment reformism.
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Vincenzo Ferrone is Professor of Modern History at the University of Turin, Italy.  
Sophus A. Reinert is Assistant Professor in the Business, Government, and the International Economy Unit at 
Harvard Business School.

‘Essential reading for anyone interested in the European Enlightenment or the revolutionary movements of the 
eighteenth century.’ —Lynn Hunt, Eugen Weber Professor of Modern European History, UCLA

Written by one of Italy’s leading historians, this book analyses the context and legacy of Gaetano Filangieri’s seven-
volume ‘Science of Legislation’. This study engages with the unique history of Enlightenment Naples, the intellectual 
traditions upon which Filangieri drew, and the powerful repercussions of the American Revolution in eighteenth-
century Italy to re-draw the map of Enlightenment republicanism and the early history of human rights and their 
political economy.
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