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Description

A major new analysis of FitzGerald’s ‘Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam’, exploring the reasons for its acade-
mic neglect despite its general fame.

“This is the best volume now available on FitzGerald’s solicitous intelligence as translator and poet, his impleached arts of
living and language, his sexual and religious ambivalences. Combining sensitive and sensible practical criticism with
mainstaking material and social histories of influence, it should attract further explorations of the alien vision and “new
world of feeling” offered by the Rubdiyat’s conciliation of cultures.” —Dr Christopher Decker, University of Nevada, Las
Vegas

[“Edward FitzGerald’s Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam: A Famous Poem and Its Influence” and “FitzGerald’s Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam: Popularity and Neglect”] are dual complementary works of scholarship, reflection, and academic
research, in the strongest sense of the adjectives. Scholars, academics, literary critics, translators, and those who love
poetry and share Khayyam’s and FitzGerald’s twofold concerns with the human lived experience of being and nonbeing
will find these twin texts of much interest.” —Erick Nakjavani, Iranian Studies

For all its fame in the wider world, Edward FitzGerald’s ‘Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam’ (1859) has been largely ignored by
the academic establishment. This volume explores the reasons for both its popularity and neglect.

Readership: Specialists in Victorian poetry and culture, Persian studies and orientalism; general readers and book
collectors with a special interest in the ‘Rubéiyat’.
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