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A number of chapters […] stand out for their ingenuity and interesting implications for the larger debate. […]The 
chapters in the second section on ‘India’ are all well-founded and shed light on different aspects of the political process 
and democratic practices  […] All [the chapters] are well-written and provide interesting insights into selected political 
practices and processes.' –Marian Gallenkamp, 'Contemporary South Asia'

This volume offers a collection of lucid, theoretically stimulating articles that explore and analyse the institutions and 
values which are salient in understanding political practices in South Asia. Combining a wide range of theoretical and 
empirical approaches, and blending the work of experts long established in their respective fields with refreshing and 
innovative approaches by younger scholars, this collaborative and cross-disciplinary endeavour facilitates a deeper 
understanding of the subcontinent’s diverse and complex political and democratic practices in the 21st century.
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Kenneth Bo Nielsen is research fellow at the Centre for Development and the Environment, University of Oslo, 
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