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Description
Presents a compelling reevaluation of the reign of King John.

‘This is an outstanding new account of King John and his reign: it is very readable and accessible, and it
convincingly challenges the traditional, negative view of John. Instead, John emerges as an accomplished and
effective ruler who was dogged by ill luck rather than an evil personality. Graham Seel’s book is thoroughly
researched and beautifully written: it represents an important addition to the literature on this troubled period.’
—Dr David Smith, Selwyn College, University of Cambridge

Through contextual analysis and by reassessing the chronicle evidence, King John: An Underrated King
presents a compelling reevaluation of the reign of King John, England’s most maligned sovereign. With its thought-
provoking analysis of the key issues of John’s reign, such as the loss of the French territories, British achievement,
Magna Carta, relations with the church, and civil war, the volume presents an engaging argument for rehabilitating
King John’s reputation. Each chapter features both narrative and contextual analysis, and is prefaced by a timeline
outlining the key events of the period. The volume also contains an array of maps and diagrams, as well as a
collection of useful study questions.

Readership: Part of the Anthem Perspectives in History series, this volume will be a useful resource for A level
and undergraduate students of history, as well as the interested general reader.
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