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Competitiveness and Development provides an insightful analysis of the confusions surrounding the concept 
of competitiveness in the context of developing countries, and proposes how these countries can attain competitive-
ness at a high level of development.

‘Competitiveness and Development is an original, innovative and heterodox synthesis of the microeconomic 
foundations of firm behaviour so crucial to realizing their development potential. Shafaeddin brings together classi-
cal as well as contemporary insights on state–firm, interfirm and intrafirm relations, besides case studies from China 
and Mexico, to better understand enterprise strategy, capacity, capabilities, competitiveness and potential.’ —Jomo 
Kwame Sundaram, FAO Assistant Director General for Social and Economic Development and G24 Research 
Coordinator

Mehdi Shafaeddin is a development economist with a DPhil degree from Oxford University and over 30 years of 
experience in teaching, research and policy advice at the national and international levels. He held the position of 
Head, Macroeconomic and Development Policies Branch, UNCTAD. He is currently an international consultant. 
Shafaeddin is the author of many articles on trade, industrialization and development policy issues in international 
academic journals. His latest books include ‘Trade Policy at the Crossroads: The Recent Experience of Developing 
Countries’ (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005).

Erik S. Reinert is Professor of Technology and Development Strategies at the Tallinn Technical University in 
Estonia, and is the President of the Other Canon Foundation.
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