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AboutytheyEditors

‘This1volume1is1an1invaluable1collection1of1excellent1scholarship1[…]1the1chapters1yield1stunning1insights1into1discursive1claims1of1#oviet1
public1and1private1happiness1in1circumstances1least1amenable1to1its1flourishingA1amidst1poverty1and1homelessnessg1domestic1shortagesg1
postwar1devastationg1and1routinizedg1mandatory1celebrationm1The1research1usefully1problematizes1the1inextricability1of1state1celebrax
tion1from1private1joyg1labor1from1happinessg1staged1gaiety1from1unexpected1contentmentm1The1chapters1are1richly1supported1by1thirtyx
six1illustrationsm’1—NancyRCondee,RUniversityRofRPittsburgh,RinR‘SlavicRReview’

‘…the1collection1is1a1good1oneg1certain1to1interest1scholars1of1#oviet1history1and1culturem’1—S.RM.RNorris,RDepartmentRofRHistory,RMiamiR
University,RinR‘SlavonicRandREastREuropeanRReview’

Taken1togetherg1these1essays1redefine1the1preconceived1notion1of1#oviet1happiness1as1the1product1of1official1ideology1imposed1from1
above1 and1 expressed1 predominantly1 through1 collective1 experienceg1 and1 provide1 evidence1 that1 the1 formation1 of1 the1 concept1 of1
individual1happiness1was1not1contained1by1the1limitations1of1important1state1projectsg1controlled1by1state1policies1and1aimed1toward1the1
creation1of1a1new1societym
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