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‘Fighting Scholars’ offers the first book-length overview of the ethnographic study of martial arts and combat 

sports from the viewpoint of a ‘carnal sociology’.

‘“Fighting Scholars” certainly extends in powerful fashion the martial arts / social science conversation, but it also does much more. 

Its movement across cultural, disciplinary and theoretical traditions of embodied knowledge invites profound refigurations of 

concepts like habitus and the cultivation of a real cumulative research program for carnal social science. Bravo.’ —Michael Kennedy, 

Professor of Sociology and International Studies, Brown University

‘Fighting Scholars’ offers the first book-length overview of the ethnographic study of martial arts and combat sports. The book’s main 

claim is that such activities represent privileged grounds to access different social dimensions, such as emotion, violence, pain, 

gender, ethnicity and religion. In order to explore these dimensions, the concept of ‘habitus’ is presented prominently as an 

epistemic remedy for the academic distant gaze of the effaced academic body.

Contents

Contributors; Glossary; 1: Introduction: Carnal Ethnography as Path to Embodied Knowledge – Raúl Sánchez García and Dale C. Spencer; 2: Habitus as Topic and 

Tool: Reflections on Becoming a Prizefighter – Loïc Wacquant; 3: In Search of a Martial Habitus: Identifying Core Dispositions in Wing Chun and Taijiquan – David 

Brown and George Jennings; 4: Each More Agile Than the Other: Mental and Physical Enculturation in ‘Capoeira Regional’ – Sara Delamont and Neil Stephens; 5: 

‘There Is No Try in Tae Kwon Do’: Reflexive Body Techniques in Action – Elizabeth Graham; 6: ‘It Is About Your Body Recognizing the Move and Automatically Doing 

It’: Merleau-Ponty, Habit and Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu – Bryan Hogeveen; 7: ‘Do You Hit Girls?’: Some Striking Moments in the Career of a Male Martial Artist – Alex 

Channon; 8: The Teacher’s Blessing and the Withheld Hand: Two Vignettes of Somatic Learning in South India’s Indigenous Martial Art Kalarippayattu – Sara K. 

Schneider; 9: White Men Don’t Flow: Embodied Aesthetics of the Fifty-Two Hand Blocks – Thomas Green; 10: Japanese Religions and Kyudo (Japanese Archery): An 

Anthropological Perspective – Einat Bar-On Cohen; 11: Taming the Habitus: The Gym and the Dojo as ‘Civilizing Workshops’ – Raúl Sánchez García; 12: 

‘Authenticity’, Muay Thai and Habitus – Dale C. Spencer; 13: Conclusion: Present and Future Lines of Research – Raúl Sánchez García and Dale C. Spencer; Epilogue: 

Homines in Extremis: What Fighting Scholars Teach Us about Habitus – Loïc Wacquant; References 

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Raúl Sánchez García is associate professor in the Department of Theory, Organization and Recreation at the Universidad Europea de 

Madrid. Dale C. Spencer is assistant professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Manitoba. 

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World

Marston Book Services

P.O. Box 269

Abingdon, Oxfordshire

OX14 4YN, United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)1235 465577

Fax: +44 (0)1235 465556

direct.orders@marston.co.uk

trade.orders@marston.co.uk

Ordering in North America

Books International

P.O. Box 605

Herndon, VA 20172-0605

United States

Tel: +1 703 661 1570

Fax: +1 703 661 1501

bimail@presswarehouse.com

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7401 4200 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7401 4225

244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908 | Fax: +1 646 839 2934 info@anthempress.com | 

ANTHEM PRESS INFORMATION SHEET




