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The3Son’s3)ook3of3the3Xather53as3Richard3Xreadman3termed3it53is3a3rich3field3of3relational3autobiography53offering3a3unique3set3of3
tensions3and3insights3into3modes3of3masculinity53notions3of3identity3and3the3ethics3of3representing3another’s3life3in3writing3one’s3
ownI

Readership:dThis3work3will3benefit3(ustralian3literature3students3and3specialists3as3well3as3lifexwriting3scholars53particularly3those3
with3an3interest3in3contemporary3masculinity3studiesI

This3 study3 of3 modern3 (ustralian3 life3 writing3 by3 sons3 who3 focus3 on3 fathers3 places3 an3 emerging3 subxgenre3 within3 its3 literary3
ancestry3 and3 its3 contemporary3 milieuI3 Providing3 compelling3 readings3 of3 Raimond3 ’aita’s3 Romulus,I MyI Father53 Peter3 Rose’s3
RoseIBoys3and3many3others53this3is3the3first3study3of3its3kind3within3(ustralian3literatureI

(cknowledgements.3jist3of3Gllustrations.3Gntroduction3Writing3Patrimony,3The3Son’s3)ook3of3the3Xather3as3a3Subxgenre.3P(RT3G,3
#q(jjV—’G—’3(UTqORGTY,3#hapter3One,3‘The3Paradigm3#ase’,3#ontesting3the3Xather3in3Vdmund3’osse’s3FatherIandISon:IAI

StudyIofITwoITemperaments.3#hapter3Two,3‘(n3Gndubitable3(ustralian’,3Renouncing3the3Xather3in3qal3Porter’s3TheIWatcherIonI

theI Cast-IronI Balcony.3 P(RT3 GG,3 JVJORG(jGSG—’3 SVjXx@V—G(j,3 #hapter3 Three,3 ‘Words3 to3 ‘eep3 Xully3 (mongst3 Us’,3
qonouring3the3Xather3in3Raimond3’aita’s3Romulus,IMyIFather.3#hapter3Xour,3‘G3Really3Was3the3Son3of3Such3a3Jan’,3Replacing3
the3Xather3in3Richard3Xreadman’s3ShadowIofIDoubt:IMyIFatherIandIMyself.3P(RT3GGG,3PVRXORJG—’3J(S#UjG—GTY,3#hapter3
Xive,3 (3 Speaking3 SubjectA(3 Watching3 Object,3 (ddressing3 the3 Xather3 in3 Peter3 Rose’s3 RoseI Boys.3 #hapter3 Six,3 #hoosing3
Patrimony,3Performing3for3the3Xather3in3;ohn3qughes’s3TheIIdeaIofIHome.3#hapter3Seven,3 ‘—either3to3Vindicate3nor3to3Vilify’,3
)ecoming3the3Xather3in3Robert3’ray’s3TheILandIIICameIThroughILast.3#onclusion,3The3Turn3to3the3Xather3in3(utobiography.3
)ibliography.3Gndex3

‘This3 thoroughly3 insightful3 study3 of3 patriography3 fills3 an3 important3 gap3 in3 life3 writing3 scholarshipI3 Jansfield3 makes3 a3 crucial3
contribution3to3(ustralian3literary3studies3in3his3analysis3of3autobiography53masculinity3and3the3paternal3inheritanceI3AustralianI

Patriography3offers3an3original3and3significant3review3of3contemporary3literatures3which3will3resonate3broadlyI’3—KateIDouglas,I

authorIofI‘ContestingIChildhood:IAutobiography,ITraumaIandIMemory’

‘AustralianIPatriography3illustrates3the3major3virtues3of3scholarly3writing,3depth53incisiveness3and3clarityI3Gt3ambitiously3brings3
together3literary3and3sociological3interests3in3the3service3of3superb3textual3analysisI3Stephen3Jansfield’s3study3is3not3only3a3major3
addition3 to3 the3scholarship3of3(ustralian3 life3writing53but3 to3 that3of3 life3writing3generallyI’3—DavidIMcCooey,IauthorIofI ‘ArtfulI

Histories:IModernIAustralianIAutobiography’


