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Description
Offers a new and challenging reading of William Morris’s work, focusing on his representations of
violence and arguing that the idea of regenerative battle is central to his literary and political vision.

‘Specialists will value Hanson’s astute, compelling close readings of transformative yet conflicted myths of violence
in William Morris’s poetry and prose; students of war, politics, gender and historiography in Victorian literature
and culture will relish the challenging questions raised by this wide-ranging, richly contextualised and ethically
conscious study.” —Samantha Matthews, Senior Lecturer in Victorian Literature, University of Bristol

William Morris and the Uses of Violence, 1856—1890 combines a close reading of Morris’s work with
historical and philosophical analysis in order to argue, contrary to prevailing critical opinion, that his writings
demonstrate an enduring commitment to an ideal of violent battle. The work examines Morris’s representations of
violence in relation to the wider cultural preoccupations and political movements with which they intersect,
including medievalism, Teutonism, and the visionary, fractured socialism of the ‘fin de siécle’.

Readership: This work will be useful to academics, post- and undergraduate students with special interests in
William Morris, the Victorian period, the body, violence and war, early socialist politics and the Pre-Raphaelites.
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