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‘The Anthem Companion to Talcott Parsons’ offers the best contemporary work on Talcott Parsons, written by the best scholars
currently working in this field. Original, authoritative and wide-ranging, the critical assessments of this volume will make it ideal for

Parsons students and scholars alike.

‘Anthem Companions to Sociology’ offer authoritative and comprehensive assessments of major figures in the development of
sociology from the last two centuries. Covering the major advancements in sociological thought, these companions offer critical
evaluations of key figures in the American and European sociological tradition, and will provide students and scholars with both an

in-depth assessment of the makers of sociology and chart their relevance to modern society.

Readership

This volume will be useful to graduate students, faculty, and Parsons scholars.

Contents

Contributors; Introduction -A. Javier Trevifio; Part I: Political and Humanist Concerns ; 1. Fighting the Deadly Enemy of Democracy:
Sociology against National Socialism -Uta Gerhardt; 2. Parsons’s Critique of the “Power Elite” Thesis: Foundations for a
Comprehensive Theory of Power -John Scott; 3. The Expressive Revolution and the University: Parsons vs. Gouldner -James J.
Chriss; 4. Parsons, Psychoanalysis and the Therapeutic Relationship -A. Javier Trevifo; 5. Meanings of Life and Death: Insights of
the Human Condition Paradigm -Victor Lidz; 6. Luhmann’s Reception of Parsons -Sandro Segre; Part II: Social Evolution and the
American Societal Community; 7. Explaining Modernity: Talcott Parsons’s Evolutionary Theory and Individualism -Matteo
Bortolini; 8. Talcott Parsons’s Historical Analysis and the Cultural-Political Freeze in China: A Reinterpretation -Jens Kaalhauge
Nielsen; 9. Talcott Parsons and American Exceptionalism -Frank J. Lechner; 10. American Society and the Societal Community:
Talcott Parsons, Citizenship and Diversity -Giuseppe Sciortino; 11. Parsons and Nisbet: Two Versions of Sociological

Communitarianism -Hon-Fai Chen

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

A. Javier Trevino was a research fellow in sociology at the University of Sussex, England, and a Fulbright Scholar to the Republic of
Moldova. He is the author or editor of several books including The Sociology of Law, Talcott Parsons Today: His Theory and
Legacy in Contemporary Sociology and George C. Homans: History, Theory, and Method. He has served as president of the Justice
Studies Association and of the Society for the Study of Social Problems.
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